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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS 
_ anſwered by M. Gzxzannany 


a learned man, © 


T is harder to be« 
leeuemn theabun- 
dance of worldly 
= | meanes, than it is 
EZ © [in the wante of 
==> | them; for they as 
SF it were arc vailes 
| ſet betwixt God 
* andvs,they ſtay our fight inthem tharir 
7 cannotpearce to God. 1s 
Z _ 2 Heathen men were humbled by 
3 theirdreames, wee are not humbled by 
$ theworde : they thatwillnotprofire by 
Godsjudgmentsin other,ſhaltecel them- 
ſelues: wehaueno claime to Gods mer- . 
cie offered in the Gofpell, vntill wee be 
humbled by his threatningin the Lawe. - | 
3 If weegoon ſtill inſiune, God will 
goon ſtilinjudgment: butifourhearts - © 
= " Pes-+— __. Iclent. $957 
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Ik ANSWERS TO 
| egdentfromfinne, God will releaſe his 
{ſentenceof puniſhment. 
4 As the Goſpellfirſtbeganby ſimple 
Fiſher-men to bee preached, bur after- 
ward being received in loue, greweto 
the other morelearned forte: fo, for not 
receiving the wordein loue, but hauing 
our cares tickling to newe doArine, he- 
relies and ſeQs beginning nowamongſt 
vs butinthe ſimpler ſort, and t 
' . menofthecuntrie, are like toigyzadethe 
| ! beſtlearned And Godput to pu- 
| | - niſhthecoldnesof our age, can aſwell 
|  now(ſcnd anhereticall ſpirite,not onelic 
| into the commonpeople, butinto 400. 


' lIearnedPreachers,ashedidin times paſt 
/* fendalying ſpiritinto 400. Prophets. 
} 5s Ifwethinkwee may ſpeak, wee will 
ſpeak toe ſoone: if wemaykeepſilence, 
wee will hold ourpeace toelong , when 
wemuchloue the perſons ro whome we 
ſpeake,weeflackour zealcin rebuking of 
finne: if we be zealous againſt ſinne, we 
ſlack ourloueto the perſon. _ 
6 As in marriage, though the parties | 
met in the fleſh withour any ſanQtified ; * 
| , __- _— meatics 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


means,toaſſure themſclues tobe joyned 
ofthe Lord : yet if Godafterwarde giue 
themeraceto liue holilic in their mce- 
tings, heſheweth notooly thatthcir cor» 


ruptmeeting is pardoned,butthat nowe 
theirmectin ;-bleſſed. So, ifentring in- 


roacalling for want of ouifts and affeRi- 
ons,we haue no aſſurance atthe firſt ofa 
warrantable calling: yetif GOD after- 


Rifie vs with pure mindes, hee doth nor 
onely ſhewe vs that our former finne is 
pardoned,buralſa that heis well pleaſed 
wo this calling wherevnta he hath ble{- 

edvs, - Belt ht, 
. 7 Sathan vnderthe colour «F, repen- 


7 rance, bringeth many intoan extreame 


ſadnes, and ſtricktnes in vſing the crea- 
ures of God: againe, vnderpretence of 
Chriſtian libertie,and delivering ofmens 
from extreme griefes, hee allureth them 
to an vnmoderate and an vnſanQified 
wperate vie of the crea- 
tures of God: ſoblindingjudgment,hee 
after corruptethaffetion. *.. 

- $ The beſt art of memorie, is to bee 
ws 3 _ - humbled 
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| +umbledat Godsthreatning, and com- 
'Y forted athispromiſes ; for ſure itis, that 
T8 excceding*grietes or exceeding joyes, 
leaue great impreſſions invs. £121 
9 Thebeſtart of Logick is toreaſon 
i Econverſo,out of that ſaying of Pavi. 
| There isnoTemptation hath overtaken you, 
but it hath overtaken others. And to lay 
thus, There hath no temptation overta- ' 
ken others, but the ſame may overtake 
vs: This wiltcach vs to ſpeak charitablic 
and profitably of othermens infirmities. 
10. We may not go to ſee vngodlines 
to breed a greater deteſtation of it in vs: 
for firſt,in reſpe of our ſelues, forpreſu- 
ming or athing not warranted, itis the 
\/  JuſtjudgmenrofGod, that wee ſhould 
;+-  Jearnetofall into that ſinne whereof be- 
fore we were ignorant. Secondly, in re+ 
ſpe of our brethren it is vnlawfull : for 
. If they be ſtrong,we offend them;ifthey 
_ beweake,we miſckead them. Thirdly, in 
regard of Gods glorie,it is vnlawfull, for 
fuch ſhould be our zeale therevnto, if 
not having hereticall ſpirits,by themoti» | 
. Ons of Gods ſpirit to ſpeak againſt it, yet | 
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 CERTAINE DEMAYNDS. 
- | thatwcſhouldnot once ſeeſuchathing; 


t | 11 Asnaturalmenvſe Gods creatures 
» {| toſtirrevpanaturall comfortyſo ſpirirual 
men ſhould vic them to ſtirvp ſome ipi- 


ritual comfort, andtoſtir vp godly joyes 
inthemſclues: foras nl ec bo 
ofaſanguinecomplexionandfandtificd, 
laboureth tomix with their ſpirituall joy 
acarnalljoy: ſo ſeeing ſomeof a malan- 
cholick complexion ſandtified;tohauc 
ſpirituall ſorrowes, hee ſtriverh to bring 
vpon them carnall ſorrowes. 

12 If you delire'to heare the yrorde 
with profit, obſerue theſerthings; before 
3 yougatothe Church humbleyourſelfe 
" {2 1n praiter to God, that hee may prepare 

# your-vnderſtanding, affeQion, and me- 
morte, to receiue; and thatthePreacher 
miay ſpeake ro yourconfcience. - 

13 "Aﬀer in hearing with ſome ſhore 
prater, apply the ſeverall thretnings,pro- 
miſes, and inſtruQions, to your owne c- 
ſtate+ when-you are come home from 

hearing, change all that youremember _ 
2 into a praier, and defire God that you 
may remember itmoft, when you __ 

7: 104-80 ” praciſe 
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1 214 ANSWERS T9---- 
{] pradiſeitandvyſeroreach others,and to 
!}-  - conferreofall things remembred: Itisa 
1!  {aod thing, to remember a thing dili- 
i  -gentlyand thereafonofit, 
: +23 Let Vs NOT COM lainc of the want 
\1- ofDiſcipline,butbethankjul.forthedif- 
1! | ciplinewehaue: itis the Loxdswileven 
in this want of Diſciplinez0adyance his 
owneglory, in taking that to himlelte, 
whichotherwiſe we would-attribute to 
- Diſcipline; forbefides that, hedoth thar 
by his word-and prajer, which may bee 
| doneby Diſcipline: itmay be diſcipline 
\! -woldhidemany hypoctites which now 
4! » arediſcovercd,andcovermanychriſtian 
-' * truchearts which nowarcknowne: for | 
'| they thataregodly noweare godly of a | 
conſcience;Þbeing a diſcipline to them- 
ſclues;burmany may ſeemegodlyindiſ- 
riphtegy which docit of feareand nat 0 
QWeriith nom Lonyttogrobing 840 
. - T5: No trouble ſhoulde hindervs:in 
ourcalling; vnleſſcit bein cace of meare 
yngodlines: for if for every.troble orfor 
many troubles a man.mayforfake hiscal- * 
ling, he ſhould beourafauy: afingrorr 
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CERTAINE. DEMAYNDS. 


aſmuch as every calling hath his letres 


and troubles. lp Kt OEOTERS 
.'26 Thoughall exerciſes of purcReli- 
gjonputclicvſcd, doe ſtrengthen judg- 
mentand whet vp affeQtion, yertreading 
hearing.and conterting, do moſt ſtret 
thenjudgment,and in part whet on at 
ion: Butpraying, finging, and medita- 
tion do. moſt chiefly whet vp affection, 
butinpartſtrengrhen judgmentandyn- 
derſtanding. - 
I7 fs HE husband willnot take 
ay hisloyefromlus wifefor ſome par- 


awa frombiswiſ ar- . 
$# ticularwants, ſo long asſhee keepeth her 
$ louc wholly and truly vato him: Sothe 


Lord will not caſt offhis loving kindnes 


J ro vsforſpeciallwants,orfrailtic inparti- 


-r 
5" 


| cularcommandements;lo longas wege- 


ncrally abourto pleaſe him. = 

18 . One being curteouſlic ſaluted, 
and worthelie commended ofa Gentle- 
woman,who faid,ſhe heard a very.good 
report of him; he anſwered her, the like 
haueT heardof you; but God make our 


TJ after fruites of his ſpirire more cffeuall 
.# thithe former;orclſe weſhiUnotanſwer 


the 
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ANSWERS TO © 
theglory of God, and good opinion of 


i ® of 


his Saintes conceiucd of vs. 
19 Thewicked that dare not boldly 
rofeſſe iniquitic, redcemetimes ſecret» 
ierocommit it, ſothough we haue not 
theſtrengthtoprofeſſeReligion public- 
i lic, yetlet vs redeeme times ſecretly to 
|. frequenttheexcrciſesof Religion. 
is 20 Toa Courtier complaining ofthe 
occaſions of evill, he faide: Though you 
haue occaſions of finne offered, yet the 
cauſeof {inneis ſtill in your ſelfe.  _ 
21 Sometimes ina good aQtion,vſing | 
od meancs with an vpright hearttoa 
awfull end, yet our prayers be vnfrute« 
full and our labours want ſucceſſe: then | 
fetvs remember , that in all cheſe there * 
were ſecret imperfeions, and thatthe | 
_ Lordsdeferring is, thatweebeing better | 
preparedby humilitie to be thankful, he 
may grant our requeſts inrichermanner 
and meaſure. 
22 Where there is-an immoderate | 
carcof outwatdthings, there common- 
lieis little care of inwarde good things; * 
for ifone haueinward good things, they 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


Tocontent the perſons that haue them, 
cthattheylabour notmuchfor outwarde 
things:ifthey wantthem 8 defire them, 
the carefull ſeeking of them,bringeth a 
oodlic negleR of outward things. 

23 Miniſters ſhoulde moſt frequent 
thoſeplaces,where God hathmadetheir 
miniſterie moſt frutefull: they ſhoulde 
heerein be like the covetous man. that 
wherethey hauec once found the fiycet- 
neſſe of gaining of ſoules, thither they 
hould bemoſt deſirous toreſorr. 

24 Lettheir advice beagenecrall prx- 
cription of Phiſick: Firſt, the parties af- 
lied aretolabor to haue peace of their 
n Fonſciences, and joy ofthe holy Ghoſt, 

- S@hrovehtheaſſuranceof theirſinnes par- 
Slonedin Chriſt; then carefull muſt the 

re Weto viethe meanes,which may north 
heirinward peace & joy: Thirdly,they 
nuſt rejoice and fecreate themſelues in 
Sviſdomeand well doing with the Saints 
te Ff God, and holycompany; and laſtly, 
hey muſt r themfelues with Kit- 
, FFlin phiſick,anda thankfull vſing of the 

Freatures of God, th 
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25 When oneſaideto him afterlong 
couferenceand praier; Sir, haue troub+ 
led you,oh my brother: Not lo, faid he, 
* Ineverfeltitby well doing,andif I may 
pleaſure you,itis as joyfull rome as eyer 
1twas toyou to recciue money ; for,for 
lit this cauſe Tliuc. OW 
ii 26 His loue eyer.grewe to aman,as 
heknewe themanto growe in godlin 
& his louedecayed as the graces of. 
decayed: firſt he was 'greeved, andthen i 
his loue was ſlacked. SLA * 
27 Vnto one that was tempted with 
much ynbeliefe, hee gaue this counſel, 
When the temptation commeth, cither 
fall downeinpraier, and fay , Lord thou 
makeſt mee to poſleſſe the ſinnes ofmy 
youth, andthis temptation is very equt- 
tic; howbeit, oh Lord, grauntT may by 
wiſdomehercin, make this temptation 
an holy inſtrution,and ſuffer meto pol- 
ſefſe my ſoulein patience : oh turne this 
to thy glory and my ſalvation : Iſceand i 
i! confefſe whathath beene in meeal 
'r \ time,by that which now ſheweth it ſelfe 
179 inme,and thatthy grace hath OE 
MORT IE oy er- 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS, 

itherto kept vnderthis corruption: yet 
ordTI belecue, Lord'yerT will belecue, 
elpe Lord my vnbelecfe, thy namebee 
raiſed, for this ſcale of thy lone, and 
ledge of thy ſpirit;thatin this vnbelicfe 
amgrievedas in my beclicfe Iam wont 
) be comforted,and though my former 
puld and ſecrete finnes, deſerue that T 
ould not onely be given over to infi- 
delitie, but alſo that it ſhould bein mee 
vithout griefe & remorſe, yet Lordfor- 
ive mylinnes newe and ould, forgiue 
y vnthankfulnes, Lorde increaſe my 
uth, and grant good Father,whenthou 
alt reftore to mee this guift of grace a- 
ine, thatT may vſcit in feare; and ſhew 
tby fruites. Or if thisdoenotprevaile, 
t- Þiuc your ſelfe with all humblenes to 
de the worde 'of God , eſpecially, 
is promiſes, and bee ſtill attending 
don the meanes , wayting when the 
ord ſhall inlarge your heart. Or if this 
lonot help,go to Gti faithfull brother, 
onfefſeyourlſelfe tohim, acknowledge 
ourweaknes to him, & be not aſhamed 
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optueGodthe glory by ſhaming your 
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ſelfe, and opening your corruption ts 
him,tharſo hee —_ ray for wor 
praieraccording to the promiſe of God, 
made to his holy ordinance,herein James 
s. vndoubtedly ſhall be heard inthe ap- 
pointed times Thus having prayed by 
yourſclfe, and with another, and vicd 
the mcanes of reading for your recove« 
ric,thoughyou haue not preſent relicte, 
yctin mecknes of mindand patience of 
your ſpirite,go to-your callng,nowing 
that your praiers and the word of God, 
being as ſecede, muſt haue ſome time be- 
eweenethe ſowing of them, and the rea- 
ping of the ns 3 and fruite of them. 
Aboucall : reaſon not with your temp- 
tations, diſpute not with the Devill, as 
though you could preyaile of yourlelfe, 
and as I would nor you ſhoulde diſpute 
with your temptation, ſo I woulde not 
you ſhoulde deſpiſe it and make no ac- 
countof it; for in both are extremities. 
| If yourake it toe much to heart, or mar- 
ucll howe you ſhould overcome ſuch a 
temptation, it will make you dull or de- 
ſpcrate: If gquaccountofittoclittle,and 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS: 


maruell howe ſuch things ſhould come 
intoyour head, which was not woontto 
be ſo, it will makeyounot to ſtriue, and 
youſhallbe ſwallowed vp before you be 
aware: If you account of it toe fearfully, 
Sathan will oppreſſe you before you be- | 
inne to fight; If youaccount of itroe 
Featulic, the devill needesnotto wreſtle 
with you, you wil overcome your ſelfe* 
Fight boldly in Chriſt, tremblear your 
owne corruption , bur reſt and truſt in 
Chriſt yourſalvation:Ifſtil youar remp- 
ted, and no bodyeby you, write-your 
temptation, and offer it to God by pray- 
er, andpromiſc to him, that you will ask 
counſellat his word, atthe mouth of his 
Miniſter, when he ſhall giue you juſt oc- 
caſion: Ifall this helpnot, comfort your 
ſelſe with this' pledge of EleQtion, that 
ouarejoyed when you feele your be- 
and youre grieved, leſt you ſhuld 
diſpleaſe God by your ynbelcefe, and 
knowe, that as there is a viciſſirnde of 
the meanes of ſalvation, which you 
muſt vſe, fo there is alſoa vicifſitude of 
nptations,whereof this is one, m__ 
| ;  WAICY _. 
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119 - . which you muſt ſtrive. - 114; 
ſ | 28 Vntoonerthat was remptedwith 
worldly ſhame, andthoughtrhediſtem- 
eratureofhis mind procceded thereof, 
[pet faideon this ſorte firſt knowe, that 
It! Sathan hath no abſolute power, but a 
110 power by permiſſion to trye vs, againſt 
bt which,wemuſtarme ourſelues by faith 
if! which will aſſure vs,thatcither the Lord | 
| will mitigateour temptation ifour pows- 
erand paticncebenor great, orelſe,ifhe 
enlargethetryall, hee will increaſe our 
ſtrength according tothe portion of our 
! ecmptation; wee muſt alſo pray, thatthe 
il] | Lord giue not out that meaſure of leaue 
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eo the devill, whichwe give out toſinne 
to work rebellion in ysagainſt his maje- 
| ſtie; but thar hee would rather make Sa- 
; thana Surgeon to ſhewe vs our ſinnes, 
| than Sergeant to confound vs forthem 

'_, Tristhepollicieoftheadverlarie, top 
{wade many , that the weaknes of their 
bodie, and feeblenes of their brainepro- 
ceedeth of their temptations, when in- 
deed it commeth of their vnſtaid minds, 
wandering toe much after the motions 
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CERTAINE DEMAVYNDS: 


of the devill, in that they not reſting oft 
the word, nor depending on Chriſt, nor 
contenting themſclues to be tryed, nor 
comforting themſclues by meditation, 
attend toe much, and conferrewith the 
devils illuſions and temptations, being 'S 
more greved for their preſent ſufferings, 
than for their ſinnes paſt. The roote of . 
this wordly ſhame,js pride and haughti- 
nes of minde,which is a privie evill, and E 
hardly will be beaten into theheade of 
them that arc infeRed with it, butſure it 

is.that we would neuerbe ſo grieved for 
theloſſeof athing, if wee did not toe 
muchdefireit,and toe immoderatlie vic 

it, whilſt wee had it. 7ohp 12. 42. Which 

ſiune of haughrines, the Lord ſeeing in 

his children, that they are more humb-- 

led, with theloffe of worldly credit,than 

with thefſence of theirſfinnes,, and lofle 

of his glory; hee ſtriketh them with the 

wante of that thing which is moſt preti- 

Dus vnto them, becauſe they made no 
onſcience of thathonour which ismoſt 

precious vato him: wherefore this is the 

beſt remedie,rather to be grevedthatwe 
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ANSWERS TO 

feclenot our ſfinnes to bepardoned with 
God, than that we are knowne tobe f1n- 
nersamongſtmen, and that webereadic 
to ſhame our ſelues that God may haue 
the glory; acknowledging, ſhame, and 
contuſion,and the whole hell of temprta- 
tions to bedueynto vs; and glory, praiſe 
and compaſſon,to be the Lords: tor this 
is aſpeciall mark of the child of God by 
temptations rightly humbled, when hee 
1s ready to ſhame himſelfe for his ſinne, 
and to glorifie God in his mercie. 

29 Vnto one that thought himſelfe 
to haue finned againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
he ſaid, Sathans temprations followe our 
affections: for if wee lightly account of 
{inne, hee bleres ourcics ſtill with Gods 
mercies; if we beginne to. make a conſci- 
ence ofſin,hee loadeth vs with thejudg- 
ments of God, being as ready now to 7 
gravatethe ſin, more than it is in it ſelfe, 
as before he would extenuate it to make 
itſcemeleſſe than it was; howbeir, ſaide 
heto the man thus afflicted. I wil ſay vn- 
to youas Samyel ſaid tothe people after 


they had confeſſed themielues to haue 
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CE RTAINE DEM AVNDS. 
ſinned againſt God with a great ſinne. 
Truc itis ſaid Samwel,not flattering them 
in their iniquities; Ye haue finned great- 
lie: notwithſtanding, it ye will feare the 
Lord,and ſeruchim,and heare his voice, 
andnotdiſobey the worde of the Lord, 
© || yeſhall followethe Lord your God; bur 
US F if yewillnot obey the voice ofthe Lord, 
Jy © bur diſobey the Lords mouth, then ſhall 
© if the handof the Lord be vppon you. 7. 
CI Sax. 12.14..SoIT willnotleflen your fin, 
butT ſay you haue ſinned with a greate 
finne beforethe Lord, in that you made 
amockoftheworde which you knewe; 
yet if you turne tothe Lord in feare an 
ſeruehim, your finne is remiſſable, how 
ſocver Sathan charges your conſcience, 
in that you haue done evill againſt your 
owneknowledge, and in that you areat= / 
fraideleſt that ſinne be in you, and wold 
rejoycein God, if irwerenotin you: If 
you purpoſe to leaue your former ſtnns, . 
and in trueth to turne yntothe Lord ; I 
dare aſſureyou, thatas yet you are free 
from that ſinne. 
30 Whenagentlewoman asked him 
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, ned, rather to pittic and praye for him, 


ANSWERS TO 


- if heewere not ſometimes merrie : Yes 


ſaithhe, weeare often merry, and ſome- 
times weareafraide of our mirth. 

. 31 When weediſtruſtof Gods pro- 
miſes, let vs {et beforevs the example of 
his merciedone to others; that wee may 
be the more aſſured to obtainefaith; and 
when we begin to preſume, let vsſertbe- 
fore vs the examples of Gods judgmets, 
that wemay pray for humilitic. 

- 32 Beingdelired togiue his judge- 
ment ofa waightie matter,heanſ{wered: 
Sir,neither am able to ſpeak,noryou to 
heare; for that wee haue notpraied: in- 


deed i may talk and you anſwer, as natu- 


rall men; but wee are not now prepared 
to conferreas the children of God, 

33 Wee may thus trie our mourning 
for the ſinne ofothers: Firſt this ſorrowe 
for ſinne muſt be bred for our own ſins, 
and from our ſelues proceede to the fins 
of others. Secondly, the meafure of our 
mourning muſt be agreabſeand propor- 
rionable totheſinnes. Laſtly, our griefe 
muſt ſo be for theperſon;that we be mo- 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS, 
than to hate or deſpiſe him. | 

34 Vntoone that with many words 
diſabled himſelfe, hee ſaide meekly: oh, 
- || why doeyou ſeckeſo much your owne 
t | praiſe; forby this, ye bewraiethe privie 
/ | corruption of nature, thatby toc open a 
| || diſpraiſe, deſirethtoeprivie praiſe. 
. 35 apa nyt a6. wt 
ct, which is preſcribed for Phiſick , for 
that will not workin the exttaordinarie 
neede of the body,, which is vicd inthe 
ordinarie cauſe of health. G 

36 Sceinga godly man having his 
ſonne in his armes, whome hee loued 
renderlie; he ſaid to him, Sir, thereis the 
matter of your recjoycing, God make it 
the matter of your thank{-giving.. | 

37 Aﬀerone had asked hisadviſe for 
ſirring,orkneelingatthe Lords Table;he 
ſaid,as for ſuch things,letvs doe aſinuch 
as weecan forthe peace of the Church; 
leſt wee make the remedie of the evill; 
worſethan theevill it ſclte. Þy 

38 Toonethat ſaid he was poſleſſe 
of adevill;he anſwered,ashopingthathe 
was the child of God, and rather delu- 
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ANSWERS TO 


deathanaffliiced: True it is, that in af- 
much-as hethin you, you haue.given 
your ſelfe ovet to the devill: but itisnot 
in your power, to giue over yourlſelfe to 
him ; 'neither is it in his juriſdiction to 
poſleſſe you. 

39 Hee rebuked publicklie a publick 
offence of a private man in this manner. 
My brethren, ſuch a finne hath paſled 
from this place, the guiltles needenot to 
be offended, the perſon guiltic isto re- 
pent of it, 

' 40 Becauſe God worketh the ſence 
of ſinne by degrees in his children, hee 
ſuſpected them, who at every ſinne na- 
med, would ſhew themſelues forthwith 
troubled, ng 

41 Many having eſcaped out of the 
oulteof ſuperſtitions, are toe deep plun- 
gedin prophanefſe, = | 
.- 42 Being asked howe a man might 
reprehend, he anſwered: Firſt, lookethat 
you haue a ground out of theworde for 
reproving,thenlook ifit ſtand with your 
calling to reprouc; afterward confider it 
ſome other man may doc it more profi- 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS: 


tably than you;then look before whome 
youreproue, leſtyce hinder the creditof 
the partie with his friends, and increaſe 
his diſcreditwith his focs: and againe, if 
by all occaſions of calling, perſon, tyme, 
and place,the Lord hath put you in this 
place to rebuke finne; conſider you muſt 
. put an you the perſon of the offender, 
thatas you ſparenot his ſinne,becauſe of 
the zeale of Gods glory, ſoyou preſſe it 
not toe farre, becauſe of compaſhon toa 
brother: then lookthat with theſe, your 
» | heartberightin zealand loue,and{o call 
e | for Gods affiftance, before youſpeakhis 
- & gracein ſpeaking, and forhis bleſſing af- 
, & tcryour petkany, A thing beleft out 
that might haue beeneprofitable: pleaſe 
not yourſelfe in it , but be humbled for 
itthough fome infirmities be in you: yet 
ſhall they not do ſo much hurt, as Gods ' 
ordinance ſhall dogood. 

- 43 Becauſegrecatnatural and world- 
lie forrowe andjoye, will cauſca man to 
break his ſleep at midnight: hewold rie 
himſelf, whether ſorrow for fin, and joy 
in ſalvatio had caufed him todo the bke, 
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ANSWERS TO 

44 Herejoyced toſechis friends, but 
hee was humbled in that hee reſted ſo 
 muchin thatjoye, that he forgot to doe 
the good to theirfalvatien, orto receiue 

ood from them to his ſalvation, which 
Fi thought he ſhould do. 

45 Oneasking what hee thought of 
Fayries: hee anſwered, hethought they 
were ſpirits z but hee liſinguithed be- 
tweene them and other ſpirites, as com- 
monly men diſtinguiſh betweene good 
witches and bad witches. | 

45 His greateſt ſorrowe was, when 
either he ſpake of ſome good thing that 
was not on himſelfe, andthe greateſt joy 
he had was in the contrarie. 

47 Hevſedthis tryal in his affeQtions, 
as of anger,griefe, joy,or ſuch like inthis 
* manner, if by them he was made leſſe fir 
to pray,, more ynable to do the good hee 
ſhould doe, lefle carefull to avoid ſinne, 
then he thought it carnall andfilthic;and 
notof God: but when his anger, loue, 
pricf, andotheraffetions provoked him 
more to praye, made him fitter to doe 


good,than he thought his affeftionsſent 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS, 


to him, to beasthe bleſhng of God. 
.48 He ſaid, whenſoeverhe ſuſpeed 
andfeared any evillto come yppon ano- 


and deceived of his opinion, and that he 
would be gladto beare the ſhame of his 
priyy jealouſic,fo 2s theperſon ſuſpeted 
might turne ro God, 

49 He thoughtall afflitions, to bee 


- puttings of him to God froſlothfulnes. 


50. Vnroone afflicted in minde, hee 
eaue this comfort : Firſt, if you haue 
knowledge, be thankfullforit,and deſire 
the Lord to giue you faith: if you haue 
faith, which vndoubredly you may haue 
though notrightly diſcerning your ſelf, 


youpreſently perceiueitnot : you muſt 
waiteon the Lord for feeling of it; and 


though it- may be you ſhall tarrie the 
Lordaleaſure long, yet ſurely hee will 


giue ityou in time: in the meane time, 


afſureyour ſelte, that the greateſt faith is 
£7 there is leaſt feeling; becauſe it is 
eaſie for every one in glorious feelings, 
and joyes vnſpeakable to belecue: but 


- when a may feeling no ſenſible comfort 
3 SEE s or BE 


ther, he everhad a defjreto be delivered 
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in the Lord, can notwithſtandirig be- 
leeucin theLord,and by faith waite on 
him.,this mans faith is moſt great. 

51 Toonethatasked his adviſe, whe- 
therhe mightavoid the doing of a thing 
whereunto he was called, becauſche fete 
corruptionin himſelfe: he ſaid, In avoy- 
ding ſocictie,you ſhal coverbutnot cure 
- yourinfirmities;and though you depart 
from men, yet you cannot goc out of 
your ſelfe, 

52 Hegauethisadviſe toone,apainſt 
the deadnes of the mind that overtaketh 
l the godly: Firſt, ſearch the cauſe , whe- 
| '' theritbeforſomecvilthingdone, orfor 
| ſome good thing not done, fo leaving 
i fſomenmneancsof falvationvnvſed; whe- 
i —trherfor ſomeſinneſcene, but notrepen- 
tedof;orſomelſinne repented of but nor 
ſoundly,or for vnthankfulnes : Second- 
lie, vic the remedie, pleaſe notyourſelfe 
im it, butrouſevppe your ſelfe as from a 
ſlumber, which willingly you woulde 
ſhakefrom you: call tomindethe ſpeci- 
all and greateſt mercie of God, vie the 
meancs. Thirdly, inthe meancs _ 
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CERTAINE DEM AVNDS. 


ſelfe to God, waiting, humbly,and pati- 
ently for the time of deliverance,neither 
eſteeming toe much or toe little of thy 
afflittions. 

$3 Heſaidto onerhatfor want of fee- 
ling was loath to pray; you muſt not tar- 
ric to pray vnrtill you find feeling,but of- 
fer your ſelte vp intothe handes of Teſus 
Chriſt, and ſo humbling your ſelfe be- 
fore him, pray on;and continueina prai- 
cr of faith, though notof feeling. 

54 When oneasked him concerning | 
Marriage, whether it were good to mar- 
rie; ſcing ſomtimes when concupiſcence 
prickt him,hewas moved toir; andſome 
other times when he felr no ſuch thing, 
he thought hemighrabſtenefrom it: he 
anſwered, Many came haſtely into that 
calling , notvſing the meanes of trying 
theireſtate throughly before; as namely, 
whether they by prayer, faſting , and 2- 
voiding all provocations of Concupi- 
ſcence,hauetheguift of Chaſtitie or no? 
Many vie ſome of the means,but nota!!, 
many vſe all the meanes,buta {mal rime: 
therefore it is goodtovicfirſtthe means, 
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not partofthem, but all of them; notfor 
a while, but long; and attend yppon.the 
Lords ordinance, if ſo be that all theſe 
things will not prevaile, waite when 
the Lord ſhall giuc juſt occafion of viing . 
thateſtateto his gloxic andforour com- 


55 Heſaid, the beſt way to haue com- 


- fortinany of ourfriends,wasto pray for 


them: and that he never had morejoyin 
any, than inthem for whome hee moſt 
praied; and inthem moſt, when he pray- 
cd theofter and vehementliar for them 
whomeweloue, whether preſent orab- 
ſent : forthisisa token of true loue, to. 
pray for them whome weloue. 

56 Toonethat complained of hard- 
nes of heart, heſaide; youmuſt waite for 
comfort,and know,that youcan now no 


*morejudge of yourſelfe,than aman flee- 


ping can judge of things which hee did 
waking:oraman wandering inthedark; 
cannediſcerne of bright colours; who 
though environed with freſhe colours, 
and yet for wantof light,can haueno ſe _ 
of his cies, nor pleaſure in theobjeRts; ſo 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


you haue done great good things whilſt 
God gaue you a waking hearte to put 
them 1n practiſe, and thelightof his {pi- 
rit,todiſcerne his graces inyou: though - - * 
nowe, you haue neither the ſight nor 
ſence of them:evenas he which tleepeth 
whilſt hee waked , might doe excellent 
things, andyetnow, neitherhe himſelfe 
knoweth of them, nor another can di- 
ſcernethemin him: andthis is the thing 
that deceiveth and diſquicteth many; 
* they look forthat remiſſein them, which 
they had when Gods ſpirite wrought in 
the ſweeteſt and fulleſtmeafure in them: 
and becauſe there is ſome intermiſſion of 
theworkeof newebirth,they think itisa 
flatamiſhon in them of theſpiritof God, 
'but as it isa tokeofa mind toepreſump- 
tuous, and infituated in timeofdead ſe- 
curitic, to per{wade our ſelues ſtil of that 
iaftie,in having thoſe graces which ſome 
times wee had: ſoitisaſigneofa minde 
abje,and toemuch diſpairing; to think 
that becauſe wee haue not even preſent 
feelings of theſe joyes, glorious andvn- 2: : 
jpeakablewhich wehaue had; therefore | 
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- ANSWERS TO 


we never had them heretofore, or that 
weſhalneverhaue themagain hereafter, 
57 Vnto one that'was willing to 
change his ſeate, for the corruption of 
theplacewhere he dwelt;he ſaid,where- 
 ſoeverhepurpoſedtoliueasa Chriſtian, 
the croſſe of Chriſt would followe him: 
| becauſe onthe earthareſome goodmen, 
_ and ſomeevill; but when,wee cometo 
Heaven, all would be good; and therc- 
fore there ſhould beno trouble. 

58 Heſaid, although hee was ſubjet 
to many and greyous reproches,yet two 
things did ever comfort him, the one, 
that his heart was well, and not cvillaffe- 
Redtoany man: ſecondlic, thatgoinga- 
lone,he could humble himſelfe and wil- 
lingly praye to God, thattheauthors of 
_ reproches might bee forgiven to 

im. | 

59 Hefaidtoagodly Chriſtian,much 
invaying againſt herynbeleefe; I do not 
now {u{ſpet your eſtate, when you feem 
to me rather to haue faith, than when 
you ſecme to your ſelfe to hauc it; for 


faith being the gift of God; is then moſt 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


- | obtained and increaſed of God, when 

| youthirſtingafterthe increaſe of preſent 

|| feclings, archumbled vnderthe mightic | 

> | and mexcifullhandof Godforit ; rather 

. | Iſuſpe&t you, when you fay you haue | 

faith,becauſethenyou canleaſt feareand 
ſuſpe& your ſelfe, and by that means lie 
open to vnbeleefe againe, andſurcly cx- 

: erience proyeth, that then weſhew we | 
(Bs belicfe, when wee mourne for our 
vnbclicfe, & then our faith may beleaſt, 

.- | when wee thinke ittobe moſt: beſides 

, | herein youareto.comfortyour ſelf,vith 

y 


ſhewe of increaſe of faith, becauſe faith 

roweth by theſe two means, either by 

hte fecling by the word, and the 

ſpirit, and humble thank{-giuing joyned 

Fed ceetidh humblingourſclues 

| beforethe mercy ſcateof God for want 
of our faith. 

60 Admoniſhingoneto preyent hard- 
nesof heart in his childe, by godly and 
diſcreet correction: he ſaid, that becauſe 
children haue often the fins of their fa- 
thers:Pzrents correRting, ſhould in wil- 
dome firſt conſidder, if it were not a 
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ANSWERS. TO 
finne which they gauethem, as itwere, 
which nowe they are aboute to cor- 
re@, and findingit ſo, that they ſhould 
bee humbled in themſelues ; and be- | : 
ing humbled, proceede to correction, | - 
in praier, in the fearof God,in wiſdome, ' | | 
in loue, of their converſion, & with that | 
meaſure,ascorrefting theirowne ſinnes, 
after a forte intheir owne children: ſo | | 
men begetting their children with rege- | 
neration, giue 2 naturall propagation of | 
their ſinnes, without ſome ſpeciall ble ] ' 
ſing of God: andnone in-regencration | 
begetteth any with ſuch guiftsof nature; || | 
but vnleſſe they become new born,they | * 
haue no goodthingin them. 

__ - 61 Hee was woont rather to winne 
- men,with a loving admonition, than to 
goare them with a ſharpe reprehenfion; 
that hee might eaſtlic worke vpon them || | 
afterward. + 
62 Whenonewas troubledin minde 
hee gane this comfortable note: thatal- 
... though ircameto paſſe, that after ſome || 
travel in neweþirth , Gods graces were 
. .not ſo ſweet, qndour finnes not ſoſowre 


"9 "8 ” 


= —_— bh os — fo on - - Po a 0X ” 
——_—_ So - an > ——_— _ - *. x . 7 d.. 6 0 SIE Y 9 => _ 
_ _— - s "—_—_ ws ew * = INES. IA. OY 
- —_—= ". Mie TY X P_—_ $i EE=.> p 
* — s 
> — 


ht. i. 


_ CERTAINE, DEMAVNDS. 


give: vntovs , as they were to out 
entrance into regeneration:. but we 
arenowe weaker in leflcaſſaults, having 


afore beene ſtronger in greater temprartt- / 


Ons: we were notto diſpaire, but to con- 
fidder, from whence this gratious pro- 
orefſe did come, namely, of God, and 
not of our ſclues; who ſhewed himlſclte 
morefavourable in the beginning,both 
becauſe hee woulde not diſcourage vs, 
newlie comming ynto him, and forthat 
we forlaking our ſelues, witha godly ſu- 
ſpeRing ofour weaknes in theleaſt temp 
tations, did flie vnto Gods helpby pray- 
_ er;whoin wiſdomecan hide himſelf vn= 
dera cloude: partly,for thathe will look 
to ſee ſome trial of ſtrength atour hands, 
comming to ſomeagein ney birth;part- 
lie, for that wee nowelefle forſake orſufs 
pet ourſelues, no not in greater temp- 
tations; and for preſumpreouſlie wreſt- 
ling with our owne ſtrength,and ſtaying 


our {elues with our owne ſtaffe, weedo © | 


notcall to God forhelp,andnot calling, 
do notobtaine, and not obtaining help, 

vwee take the foile inthe conflict, ces : 
yy | or 
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Lord may make knowne vnto vs, that 


 notwithſtading our proceedingin Chri- 


ſtianitie,weare ſtill but men, and Goda- 


. loneis God. 


' 63 He faid,heneverlooked fora bet- 
ter cſtate,than that wherein hee was, but 


- -often prepared himſelfe for aworle. 


64 Some labor morefor knowledge, 
lefle foraffeRtion; ſome more for affeti- 
on,lefle forknowledge; ſomebuſiethem 
ſeluesin Church diſcipline, and are ſlen- 
der ſighted in their privie corruptions: 
ſome delight to eſpic things in others a- 
broad,and negligently to try themſelues 
at home: but itis good to.matchboth to- 
gether, i307: 

65 In the moſtabrupt and diſordered 
ſpeeches of men;he thought God diſpo- 
ſed them for his profit: and though pre- 
{ently reaſon, could prompt no-reaſon, 
why they ſhould ſpeak ſo: yetlong after 
hee woulde; ſor hee was much affected 
with the fact of 7oſzas, who woulde not 
bee mooved with the ſpeach of wicked. 


. Pharaoh, but entring batrell was ſlaineg 


whereypon hee woulde fay, that noman 
| Was. 


CERTAINE DEMAYNDS. 
was ſo good, butthe Lord would ſome 


time let him ſlip into ſome evill, for his. 


further humbling: and no man fo evill, 

but the Lord id convay goodnes into 
him atſometime,to make his condemna- 
tionthejuſter, 

66 Hefaidtoonetroubled inminde, 
for a ſecreet and ſmall ſinne: Ido not ſo 
much feare this finne in you,as the polli- 
cie of Sathanby it, eitherin thathee will 
not ſtick to ſhewe you the lefle {innes, 
and hide from you the greater;orelſc by 
the quick ſight of your ſecreet,andi{mall 
ſins, to caſt ypon you anopenand * 206g 
. finneofvaine glory and privie pride. 
67 Having reccived a token from 2 
godly woman, which for fome inconye- 


nience he was willed to beſtoweitypon 


ſome ather,rarher than tovſcithimſelfe, 
Nay,faith he,I will both keep and weare 


thething, thogh in another faſhion; that 


ſo often as I ſhall ſee the guift, I maybe 
ſtirred vp & put in mind to pray forher. 
. -68 Thoughhe was moſt ſevere to his 
friends and kindred,ſo long asthey were 
notreconciled to God : yet once being 

Re G 2 | WCcd- 


UOTE I PII: oe. not rr ——————— 44: 


4 » R ” 
> vw PY %» =» 
—— — £ . i #4 4 


ANSWERS TO 


wearicd with one, he ſhut vp the matter 
with this ſentence; It is woonderfull, 
that divers hearing the ſame worde of 
God ſpoken,one ſhould beleeue, and an 
other ſhould not belcene : butIamra- 
ther to thank God thatIbelceue, than to 
ſearch oura reſon why another doth not 
beleeue; and as Iamto bee thankfullfor 
my ſelfe,ſoam Ipitifullfor the other. 

69 Being ina place, wherea woman 
through extreameaffetion, forgetting 
all woman hood. fell downe before him, 
in ſo much that they woulde hauc had 
him depart; hee rather turning his face 
from the woman,and his backto her, fell 
ON his knees, and prayed to the Lord for 

er. 

70 Asgood natures donothelp ofne- 
ccſhtic to regeneration , ſo evill natures 
cannot hinder Gods purpoſe in calling, 
if the meanes with his mercie and blet- 
ſing bepurely and painefully vſed. 

71 Whenamaid wasſo ſoretroubled, 
that twoor three held her in herfit: hee 
charged her in the name ofthe Lord Te- 
ſus Chriit, that when theagonie came, 
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CETRAINE DEMAYNDS; 
ſhe ſhould notwillinglie yeeld to it, but 


inthe Lord reſiſt it: for bothexperience * 


teacheth, that the over much fearing of 
temptation before it commeth,and little 
purpoſe to reſiſt it when it, commeth, 
mightilic incourageth Sathan: and alſo 
the holy Ghoſt biddeth vs to refiſt the 
devill, and he will flie from vs; todrawe 
neereto God, and he will draw neereto - : 
vs: & the maid was never after afflicted. 

72 He would fay,lI feare not the time 
of the viſitation ofthem,that thereby do 
growe in the guifts and graces of God? 
but rather I feare the time of their deli- 
verance, leſt it ſhould be overtaken with 
ynthankfulnes ; and ſo wockullie th 
ſhoulde looſe the fruite of that goo 
which ſo dearly they had purchaſcd of 
the Lord, 

73 Being asked whether a Chriſtian 
mighevſethe helpe ofa Papiſt that had 
done many cures: hee anſwered,thatthe 
circumſtances were to be conſidered of: 

_ Firſt, whether the patient dealt before 
with good Chriſtians, of knowledge, 
judgment, experience, & faithfuln 

Bo: no? 
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no? Secondly,whether asking the adviſe 
ofſuch, hehath followedthe {ame right- 

- Fullie. Thirdlye , whether having vſed- 
right counſell by right meanes, hee hath 
therefore vied ſpirituall meancs, prayer, 
faſting,ſcarching the inward cauſes of vi- 
firation. Fourthly, whetherthere be nat 
ſome faithfull and experienced man , 
whome hee hath vſcd in adviſe. Fiftlic, 
whether the diſeaſe be ſo dangerous, or 
the partie ſo weake, as asking counſell of 
a Papiſt may not bee deferred, and ſome 
better meanes in time bee enquired for, 
Sixtly,whether he hath not his heart toc 
Spreedilic ſeton the Philition, or whether 
cedothprincipally feeke vnto the pro- 

. miſes and providence of God: Seventh- 
lie, whether the Papiſt bee an open blaſ . 
phemer, andwhetherhee be a Papiſt of 
conſcience orno?. Eightly, whether hee 
vſenot his phiſick fora cloakof ſorcerie? 
Ninthly, whether he hath ever healed a- 
ny good profeſſor? And laſtly, whether 
the patient be of ſtrength, able to ſuffer 
himto miniſter vato hims 


74 Sinisſucha canker,thatitſpredeth 
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CETRAINE DEMAYNDS; 
ſecretly, and there is ſuchachaineofyn- 
tructh that yeelds to one, andit drayeth 
on another; granta little one,and a great 
one wil followe: whereforeas itis good 
wiſdome,not only to avoide the plague, 
but to eſchueevery litle rage that may 
{cemeto carry the plague; | 
lie wiſdome, not onely toavoidegroſle 
finnes, burallſuch ſhewes of fins,as may 
drawe on the other: andas wee count it 
pollicic, not to go as ncerthe rivers bank 
as wee can, leſt ſuddenlyorat vnawares 
weeſhould ſlipin; ſoitis ſpirituall polli- 
cie, not togotoe neere finne, leſt wee 
" overtaken of it before wee bee aware 
of it, : 

75 It isgood to take vp the oppor- 
. tunitie of the morning for theworſhip 
of God: for firſt, who ſo will ſeethe 1- 
mage of his heart; hee ſhall by obſcr- 
ving his firſt thoughts in the morning. 
come to ſome light of it: Againe, of 
all times it is moft fit to doe any thing 
in, and wee by reaſon of thealacritie 
which commeth vpon vs after our reſt, 
are moſt fitteto doeany thing in it : Be- 
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ſides, if webeſcriouſly minded on good 
things in themorning,other vile thoghts 
ſhall the more feeblie faſten on vs all the 
day after: andagain, delay the morning, 
with ſuffering worldly thoghts to ſeaze 
on vs; our minde will be ſo foreſtalled, 
andprxoccupated withthem , that wee 
cannot eafilieand roundly gathervyp our 
affetions afterwards to.Gods worſhip: 
- forthis is aſure note, that he which con- 
fſecrateth the firſt fruites of the daye in 
eructhto the Lord, and ſhutteth vp the 
day with facrificing to him, if he ei a 


ny ſinne falling on him on the day time, 
hee is checked, either with his firſt mor- 
ning ſacrifice, becauſe hee hathnotdone 
as he prayed,8& promiſed vnto the Lord, 
or hee is controulled by thelatterand E- 
uening ſacrifice, tm that feare and ſhame 
of his ſinne makes him appalled to come 
in the preſence of Gad. png 
76 As wee are carcfully to vie the 
means ofqur ſalvation,ſo muſt we whol- 
lie referre-the bleſſing of the meanes to 
the grace of God : neither as ſome doe 
thinke, that weecan obtainc or NE 
nc 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


the graces of God invs without ſing of 
themeanes : for that is .but a dreameof 
fantaſticall ſpirits? neither asthe manner 

of ſomeis,ſo to truſt tothe means,as neg- 

leing to praye forthe grace of God in 

them; which is but aprzpoſterous zeale 

of uchasare not rightly inſtruted inthe 

way of their ſalvation. WEL 

77 Itisamoſtcertainething in Gods 
Children, thatthe moretheir afflitions 
growe,the more theirfaith groweth:the 
more Sathan ſtriveth to draw them from 
God, themore they draw neere to God; 
although indeed in feeling, they cannot 
ſce ſo much, 

78 It is a profitable note to obſcrue, 
when extraordinary gifts of God be for 
our'good, and when for our hurt. If our 
extraordinary bleſſinges driue vs more 
carefully to ſeek to the ordinary meanes, 
then it is of Gods mercie : but if they 
_ ”_ carcin _ A NEROnG, 
and puffing vs vp with a'ſpirituall pride, 
cuſs Vs mein ung hah they = for 
our farther condemnation : as if God 
bleſſevs marvelouſlic withour praicr in 
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any thing, ifwe are driven more to prai- 


erbyit, this is of God: if it cauſe vs to 
leaue praycr, itis perrelous. 

79 As the Lord doeth feede poore 
priſoners, cuen with alittle foode, who 
though they deſire more food, can haue 
no more; and doe not refuſe more ordi- 
narie meanes : and the ſame God ſuffe- 
reth many to bee pyned, who having a- 
boundandce, thinkthemſclues rather clo- 
thed with the meanes,than nouriſhed be 
Godsprovidence; So the Lord extraor- 
_ dinarilie doth nouriſh the ſouls of them, 
who having fewe mcanes,doe looke for 
the ordinary meanes more. plentifullie: 
and fuffercth ſome to rot in ignorance, 
who beeing ar the full meaſure of the 
meanes, haue no reverent regard ofthe 
neceſhitic ofthe: and hereof it commeth 
to paſſe, that ſome hungrie ſoules have 
beene filled withmoregraceat one Ser- 
mon, thanthe proud, who having heard 
manyſermons, are ſent emptic away. 

So Ofallfacrifices, moſt acceptableis 
that of thankſ-giving; and therefore, in 
many wordes the Saintcs of God haue 
VOWCC 
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youwed, andentred into bandes with the 
Lordto paye this oblation , both topre- 
vent the yntowardnes of nature which 
is fo vnwilling of this, as alſo toſhame 
themſelues more, if happely they growe 
herein negligent; in which repetition of 
their vowes and promiſes, which argu- 
eth their great defire of their hearts ( : r; 
looke what one delighteth in, hee often 
ſpeaketh of it, andin many wordes)they 
declare,thatas even in thingsagreableto 
nature, weewill helpeour delight by of- 
ten ſpeaking and repeating of them; ſo 
much more this help is requiſtt in things 
aboue nature, and among all the partes 
of godlines whichare abouenature; arid 
chiefly in thankeſ-giving; whichis more 
contrarie tonature : forwe' will pray oft 
for athing, but hardlieginethanks once, 
& yet experience provethin civilthings, 
thatofallarguments to perſwade one to 
giueysa guitt, noneEis niorecloquentor 
forcible, than topromiſe ourſelues tobe. 
thankfull and mindefull of thatweeſhall 
recelue. £8 
$1 Thecauſewhy our meditations 8 


ANSWERS TO — - 
praiersare no ſtrongerin thenight,is be- 
cauſewejoyne not with meditation,the 

' examination of our heartes vppon our 
beddes,which if weedid in ſome tructh, 
it would keepe vs from drowſines, and 
want of reverence in'our praicrs; aſwell 
as worldly menarkept waking,by think- 

ing on worldly matters :: heere wee are 

taught by Davids example, when wee 
wante the more ſolemne and glorious 
meanes in dignitie, to make a ſupplyby 
often and finceere viing of ſuch private 
mceanesas we cat). | 
82 Itis very hurtfull, that abuſcs haue 
ſo long time beene declaymed , and the 
erue vics of things 1o ſlenderly vrged: 
for though holy daycs hauc juſtly beene 
ſpoken againſt, yet the reverent vie of 
the Sabboth hath beene little defended; 
though ſuperſtitious faſtshaue beene de- 
faced, yet true faſting is not imbraced: 
though the carnall preſence of Chriſt 
hath beene confured, yet thereall and 
true preſence of Chriſt hath not beene 
eſtabliſhed : though popiſh diſcipline 
hath beene miſliked, yet who fo _—_—_ 
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nethtrueDiſcipline, is thought to bee a 
Popein his owne pariſh: though popiſh 
confeſſion hath rightly beene baniſhed, 
yet chriſtian confeſſion isneitherknown 
noracknowledged. | 
$3 Though wefindenotthe ſpiritu- 
all joyewhich we ſhould feele, yerletys 
not be toe much caſtdowne; ſo that our 
conſcience tell vs, that weearercady to 
withdrawe ſomewhat fromouroutward 
pleaſures, for want of this inward plea- 
ſure; and that we haue not prevented or 
ſmothered out theſe ſpirituall joyes, but 
are grieved that weehaue them nor, and . 
waite for thetime to feele them : for of 
al things,we muſt beware, that we draw 
notinto their ſtead carnall joyes, andſo 
driueas it were into exile the working of 
Gods ſpiritin vs by them. : 

84 As itargueth great _ and wil- 
lingnesto ſinne,when men fearing toſin 
in theday, redeeme, 8:ſteale time toſin 
in the night: ſo itſhewetha great height 
and willingnes to godlines, when men 
beeingnort ſufficiently contented to doe 
good inthe day, ſtretch their well doing 
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even to the nightalſo, wherin theyſhew 
themſclues to be free from vaine gloric; 
that none {ecingthem, yetthey do good 
forloue of God, and not for outwarde 
things. 

-85 As by nature wearelong and hard 
to be brought to bee grieved; ſobeing 
 oncedowne,weeare hard to get vp, and 
to riſe out of ourgriefeagaine: for two 
extremitics attend yppon vs, the one to 
bee grievedand fearcd toe little, the 0- 
ther, to be grievedand feared toemuch: 
the one makes vs ſecure, and the other 
deadand dull. Tomeet with theſe two, 
1tis good intimeEof joye to thinke what 
judgments haue befallen vs heretofore, 
what may befall vs hereafter. In time of 
Humbling, we are to conſider what mer- 
cies we haue received,and what mercies 
are ſtored vppe, and tarry forvs againe: 
and ſurelic, no: one thing makes gricfe 
more to waſtevs, than the forgetfulnes 
of Gods mercies paſt, and the careful- 
nefle of them that are ro come: though 
mercies ſucceede mercies , yet theſeaof 
Gods mercies is never drawne drie, it 
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we claime hould of them by ourformer 
EXPCrience. 

86 Two things eſpecially may war- 
rant both the ſpeakersand the hearers of 
their doQrine, if their calling be good * 
andgodly; ifthegenerall courſe of their 
doctrine beſound andpure. Jere.r7. 

87 If the healthotbody bee ſuch a 
thing,as is rather with comfort enjoyed, 
than in words to be expreſſed;how great 
is the peace of Conſcience and joye of 
the holy Ghoſt, which may bee taſted, 
butcannotbevttered. | 

$8\. Becauſe wee will notobſerue one 
another which is godlie Diſcipline , 0- 
thers ſhall obſcrue vs, even the wicked, 
which isa neerediſcipline. . 

$9 There beſomewhich haue peace 
neither with God nor with themſclues, 
as deſperate heretiks : ſome haue, peace 
with themſclues,but notwith God,asſe- 
cureſinners: ſome haue peace both with 
Godand with themſelues , as repentant - 
Chriſtians. | | 

go As inproſpcritienothingisa grea- 
ter token of Gods favour than'tofeare 
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our ſclues,ſo inadverſitie there isa plea- 
fant pledge of our conſcience, when we 
 wait& attend on the Lord forthe time, 
the manner and the meaſure of our deli- 
uerance: There be foure propertics of 
this waiting: The firſt, to waite in our 
ſoules. Many will not outwardly mur- 
mure, and yet inwardly they boyleand 
fret:but where is quietnes of heart,there 
.can beno greatdiſquictnes in the toung 
-orinthe hand. The ſecond, is towaite 
onthe word; for ſome will waite , butie 
is to obtaine ſomething the ſooner, not 
to ſhew their faith and obedience to the 
word. The third, is to continue in it; if 
we had a definitiue determination, how 
many daies, or moneths, or houres wee 
ſhuld waite, the end of our tearmedraw- 
ing neere wold ſuſtaine'vs: but iris hard 
eo leaue all moments and conditions to 
the Lord, and tobe in a continuall expe- 
Qation: butlet vs conſider howe juſtlic 
God may ſuſpend his anſwer in helping 
vs; either in that our ſinnes are not Fuſe 
ciently bewailed, or our faith nor ſuffici- 
ently purified,or his grace notſufficient- 


CERTAINE DEMAVYNDS. 


lie wroughtin vs. The fourthis by vehe- 
mencie 1inwaiting,to be kept from faul- 
tring of fainting in hope: to bee vehe- 
mentin hope fora while 1scafte, butnot 
toſllakethehearofourafteRions,and not 
' toberemiſſe and deadin the ſuite of our 
deſire, though no appearance of delive- 
rance befeene;this is hard indeed: vehe- 
mencte argueth faith, and deferring of 
ourdefire,doeth not breake our zeale in 
waiting,it bewraieth want offaith,when 
withoutal hope weare greedy,and rave- 
nous to haue our requeſts,or elſe we caſt 
- allaway. 
- .91 Sathan hath two buffetings, when 
| by example wear provoked topatience: 
Firſt, he ſmellerh of deſpaire, and telleth 
vs thattrueit is; ſo did ſuch menabide 
trouble, bur they were rare men, of rare 
faith, of rare feelings, of rare patience; 
God hath not called vs ro thatmeaſure 
of grace;weeare vnworthie,by reaſon'of 
our ſinnes, to hope for the like faith, or 
thelike fruites of fairh. This other temp- 
tation ſmelleth of pride,, when hee will 
makevsequalin nity with mMehigh 5 
| | 0 
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of Gods Saintes, but vnequall in duetie 
with them; then he per{wadeth vs, God 
is as goodto'vs, as hee hath beene to 0- 
thers; but hekeepeth vs fromviing thoſe 
meanes whereby they had,and we ſhuld 
haue thegoodneflſeof God convaied vn- 
tovs: wherefore, as we muſt not diſtruſt 
God, that we ſhall obtaine the like mer- 
cies with other,ifwe vſc the ſame means; 
fo wee muſt not dreame, thatwee ſhall 
haue thelike fruites with them, except 
wee haue alſo the like fajth with them, 
though not in quantitic , yet in qua- 
litie. « 
o2 Many diſpaire of helpe, becauſe 
of their owne vnworthines, as though 
there were no hope of Gods mercie,vn- 
lefſewebring in our guift, and pawne in 
our handes to him ; ba this were to dil- 
credite the Lordes mercics, and to bring 
in credite our merites ; and rather to 
binde the Lord to vs, than vs vnto him: 
but if our finnes be great, our redempti- 
on is greater; though ourmerits be beg- 
perlic, Gods mercie is a riche mercic: 
If our cate bee not deſperate, and wee 
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paſt hope of recoveric, our redemption 

 ſhouldnor bee fo plentifull, but when 
all ſcemesto go one way; when Heaven 
and Earth, the Sunne, the Moone, and 
the Starres goe againſt vs; then toran- ; 
ſome vs. and to make a-perfe@ reſtituti» - | 
on, is to drawe ſomething out of no- 
thing: eyen as infickneſſe, to haue ei- | 
therlittle daunger, or ingreate daunger; 
deliverance by preſent meanes, is no- 
thing ; bur in extreame perrell, when 
Phiſick can doe nothing, and nothing 

- maketh for vs but the Graue, then to 

bee reſcued from the graue, and to re- 

cover our life from the pitte is Redemp- 

ton, 

93 There is nothing ſo pretious, as 
Gods grace, which changeththe faceof 
Heavenand Earth;and nothing ſo vileas 
ſinne,whoopeneth hell,and ſtaineththe 
Earth,and ſhutreth vp Heaven. 

94 There are two workings of Gods 
Spiriteinvs : the one inferiour, which 
bringeth but certaine fruites of the Spt- 
rite,withourany ſpeciall fruite of grace: 
the other ſuperiour, and more certaine, 
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when the ſpiritworkethan infallibleſan- 
Qification: the firſt, may totally be dark- 
ned and fully hh : theother hath 
but particular Eclypſe, and in meaſure 
may bedimned,as itwas in Dav 1p Pſal. 
£1, Butthis is not finallie quenched. As 
God made man fo that hee might fall, 
though afterwards he had mercie vpon 
hit: ſo he regenerateth ys ſo, that wee 
may fall,though afterwards he may raiſe 
vs VP againe, and will. Anditis fearctull 

nough,thattheremay bee ſuch particu- 
lir decayes of it in vs,as to feel lefle com- 
fortin theword, lefle feare oflinne, leſſe 
careof well doing, leſſezeale in praying, 
lefle fruites in the meanes; ſo that all our 
ations are turned tobee bitter, which 
were ſweeter vntovs than-any worldlie 
increaſe to the worldlie man , or honie 
can beto themthat loue it: theſeare evi- 
dent tokens of the ſanQifying ſpirite, to 
loue good, becauſe itis good;and to hate 
ſinne, becauſe itis ſinne: the more wee 
growe inguifts, the moreto hunger.the 
more to complaine of our vnworthines, 


themoretobchumblcdin our ſelues,the 
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more meeklieto judgeof others : when 
weare moſt quict with all i. 
think ourſelues leaſt quiet, &then moſt 
to feare our ſelues; ſoto feele thegraces 
of Godin vs, and yet our ſenceand fee- 
ling of ſinne isnot leſſened, and to feare 
and quake at the firſt degrees and moti- 
ons of ſinne; not leſt they fully quench, 
burleſt they coolethe heate of the ſpirite 
In VS. 

95 They whoſe knowledgeisin ſwel- 
ling wordes,and' painted eloquence of 
humane wiſdome,being but a doQrine 
of the letter, in their death they areas if 
they knewe nothingof Chriſt crucified: * 
and whereof comes it, thar there is ſoe 
much preaching, and ſolittle-learning? 
bur becauſe men preach and delight to 
| heare plauſible novelties to pleaſe the” 

eare,ratherthan the ſimple power ofthe 
worde to pearce the heart, they take the 
bone, and refuſe the marowe; theyare 
content with the ſhell, but want the ker- 
nell, andnotonely the Lawe killeth, but 
eventhe Goſpell alſo;tharis, the letterof 
the Goſpell,being miniſtred ay 15% 
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: ANSWERS TO 


ſpirite: Aske the wounded conſcience, 
what comfort it is,to hear that Chriſt di- 
edfor our ſinnes: nay,ask if this gallnot 
as muchas the Lay itſclfe, ſolong as it 
is rather conceived by reaſon, than recei- 
vedby faith. | | 
o6 As of all guitfts, the guift of Gods 
ſpiriteis the deareſt, ſo the loſſe of it is 
moſt dangerous : for beſides that, wee 
| know how few taſte of it, and with what * 
' paine they that haue gotten it keepe it; 
and with what hard brunts they that loſe 
the graces of it recover them againe,wee 
may conjecture thegreatnes of the loſle, 
by our experience in other things : they 
that haue beene in reputation for their 
riches, and are become bankrupts, are 
rievedand aſhamed; how much more 
Gen ſhould their griefe be , who by the 
riches of Gods graces haue beene com- 
fortable to themſelues, and honourable 
amoneſt others; and now by the decaye 
of thoſe guifts, haucloſt both the ſweete 
peace and joye in themſelues, and their 


creditewith God, and in the conſcience 
of the godlic. 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS: 
o7 Wee muſt bee like Children in 
three things chiefly: Firſt in reſpeR,little 
babes. Secondly, inregardof innocents. 
Thirdly, in reſpec of the thatare grow- 
ing from child-hood. Firſt,babes are ne- 
uer quiet, except the pappe beein, their 
mouth, or elſe having late beene at it, 
they are well fedde: ſo ought wee ſtill to 
deſire to lye at the foode of our ſoules, 


and to finde vnquietnes in ourſoules, if 


wee be long from it. Secondly,wained 
children, though they are notwithout 
naturall corruption; yet this corruption 
docth rather ſhewe itſelfe by imitation, 
than by ation: andifthey docanyevill, 
it is rather violent, than permanent: 
Thus ſhould wee be: Not makingan oc- 
cupation of ſinne, butare occupated of 
ſinne; not forecaſting patterns of fin,bue 


bend our minds how we maynotſin;we 


are violently drawne therevnto by ano- 
ther, rather than voluntarilie commit it 
our ſclues. Thirdly, they that grow out 
of child-hood do things beſeming nan- 


hood rather than childiſhnes: ſothough' 


babiſh things both in life &dodtrine be- 
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ANSWERS TO 

come vs being babes, yet having paſſed 
our child-hood,the Lord looks for more 
manly ripenes both in knowledg & god- 
lines of ife; thogh our perfetagebe not 
conſummated before the reſurretion. 

o8 As litle children,whether in teach- 
ablencs to good, or reformablenes from 
ſinne, are either wooneby afaire worde, 
or allured byatrifling benefite, or awed 
bya check,or feared by afrowning look, 
or ſtilled by ſeeing another beaten be- 
forethem, or cl{e quicted with the rod: 
Soifwebe children, cither the promiſes 
of God muſt affe vs, or the mercies of 
God muſtallure vs, orhis threatnings in 
his word muſtawevs,or hisangry coun- 
tenance muſt feare vs, or his correing 
of others muſt humblevys;or elſe the cor- 
re&tions of God vppon ourſelues, muſt 
pull vs Jowne: buras thoſe children are 
of moſt liberall and ingenious natures, 
who are rather allured with faire words, 
than driven to dutie with the rodde; for 
they are moſt gratious, which are moſt 
broken withthe confcience of their vn- 
kindnes;more provoked by the ponnts 
Beet, FT K 


J 


. . . 
x " 
. « 
. — + 
| of 4 & 
| "-* We Vx 


CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


of God, than byall the curſes, thunde- 
rings, andthreatnings ofthe Lawe-: bur 
they thataraffected with neither dege- 
nerate yet from the aſfetion of children. 
99 As milk moderately yeelded out 
 ofthedugge, is naturall milke and good 
nuriſhment; but being vnnaturallie preſ- 
ſed, it ismixtwith corrupt matter, and is 
vnholeſome meat: ſoafimilitude meek- 
: p handled, giueth forth ſome doctrine, 
ut being hardly ſtrained,ir filleth there- 
ccivers,not with naturall milk, but with 
vnnaturall blood, as many haueabuſed 
{imilitudes, with reverence and fear beit 
ſpoken (as a ſhipmans hoſe) ſucking out 
' poyſonin ſteedeofhony. | 
100 Though it be the good mercy of 
God,both to mourneat hn Baptiits dol- 
full threatnings, and to daunceat Chriſt 
leſus his {weetpromiſing and piping; yet 
itis better to offer a voluntarie and free 
ſacrifice in reſpet of Gods mercie, as do 
the Angels; than a violent and conſtrai- 
ned obedience, as do the devils: and this 
dareI fay, thatthoughs the fearefull pro- 
nouncing of the curſe,the wrath and the 
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ANSWERS TO 


judgement of God bee fearefull in the 
Lawe, yetthe denouncing of our ſepa- 
ration from Gods kingdom,of the gnaw- 
ing worme, ofthe ſecond death, is farre 
more fearcfull in the Goſpell; which, by 
howe much jt is the more proper ſeate, 
and treaſurie of Gods mercies: ſo when 
thunderings and lightnings do proceed 
from thence, theyare the more fearefull. 
101 To knowe when the vic of the 
doctrine is general,and when particular; 
whichis ſcrdownein fingular examples, 
(becauſe wee bring our necke out of the 
nor elſe tie the mercies of Godone- 
y tothem) three rulesar to be obſerved: 
Firſt, if we reade of any thing in particu- 
lar, wee are to ſcarch whether in ſome 
other places of the Scriptures, the ſame 
thing is not ſet downe generallie; that 
is, whether that which 1s commended, 
or diſcommended in ſome proper per- 
ſon, be not commaunded or forbidden 
toall, if itbe, the vſe of itis generall, not 
particular, butif it bee a particularpre- 
ceptjoyned toſome one, and noe war- 
rant found in theworde.that it is - bee 
_? One 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS.. 


done ofanother; then it isathing perſo- 


. nall, proper to ſome, notgenerall,apper- 
raining to all. The ſecofid rule is, that 


hereloeverthereis agenerall _ of 


a thing, thereis agenerall practiſe to bee 
had; howloever we ſect ſerdownebur 
:n particular. The third is, whereſoever 
by the ſcope of the place there appeares 
agenerall drift, eitherby ſomething go- 
ing before or comming after,though the 
preſent place ſeemeth ro bee particular, 


yet thereisagenerallyſe ofthe dodtrine 


' tobe gathered out of it. 
' To02 Some thinke this is'a high point 
_ ofpatience, toexempt themſelues from 
all griefe: others cat vp their hearts with 
griefe, asthe fleſh of the body is caten vp 
with acorroſiue;and ſo make themſclues 
dul ſtones,rather then fecling members: 
the meane is not to be to quiet, as with- 
out all griefe, or to bee vnquiet toe 
much, as being without a GOD. For 
the firſte is marvelous , that Sathan in 
times paſt being made knowne, onclie 
by colours, by a flaming breath, by a 
hollowe voice, by hornes and clawes, 
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and ſuch ſenſible things, was muche 
more feared, than nowe by the clearer 
ſight of the trueth being deſcribed, to be 
a ſpirituall and greater adverſarie,telr og 
fore hee beſeene, at hand before wee 
aware of him , and bold toſetyppon the 
beſt,even in their beſt eſtate; and yet is 
leſſe feared than before hee was. For the 
ſecond,it is marvelous hee ſhould be toe 
much feared, ſecinghee hath buta deri- 
ued power,and therefore a limited pow- 
er; and therefore a power leaſt to be fea- 
.red. If we fearc him toe little, heemakes 
account of vs without taking any greate 
paines : if t9e much, hee.is the prouder 
and bolderto take ſome paines about vs. 
103 In afliaions we mult ſearch the 
cauſe, firſt by aſcending to God, then by 
deſcending into ourſelues: firſt, ve muſt 
aſcend to God,pleading guiltie, craving 
mercy,and not ſtand quarelling with the 
mallice ofmen, or hatredof thedevill a- 
gainſt vs: foras it were no good wiſdom 
fora man condemned to dye, to make a- 
ny long ſuite to the Taylor, or tothe Exe- 
cutioner; (for they be but vnder officers 
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CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 


and can doenothing)buthemuſt labour 
to the Iudge, who can either repriue or 
releaſe him : ſoit is no good pollicie to 
ſtandabout Sathan in our temprations, 
who doth-all by conſtraint and reſtraint 
ynderthe Lord; but wee muſt go tothe 
principall,that is God, in whoſe handes, 
are both the entrance and the iſſues of 
our ſufferings. Secondly,wemuſt ſearch 
our ſelues, nt farre either reaſon is vn- 
reformed, or affetions vnrenewed;kno- 
ing that thedevil himſelfecan neyer hurt 
vs, vntill we have hurt our ſelues, andin 
what meaſure our reaſon is corrupt,or 
our affetions diſordered; and in that 
meaſurearewee weak, either to be over- 
come of men, or of Sathan; and in what 
meaſure our reaſon isſound. andour af- 
feions ſinceere;in that meaſure wee re- 
maineinvincible. TY 
104 We muſt pittie them thatare i 
eriefe of ſpirit, though they, be ynquier; 
Itisan calie matter, when one defireth 
muchto be quiet with God,to be vnqui- 
et with men, who oft hinder our quiet- 
nes with God. Pſal. 42. 5. 
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ANSWERS TO 

105 Someafflited conſciences after 
ſome deliverances.looke no more to bee 
delivered: for as Godis moſt liberall, fo 
we muſt not weary or make tzdious his 
bountifulldealing with vs: butthe Lord 
hath many deliverances infſtore, which 
it is as impoſſible to waſte, as-1t is,that 
the Lord himſelfe ſhould be leſſened, he 
will make an end of his owne worke. in 
vs, for his owne glorie, which as hee 
hath appointedto bee endles in ourde- 
liverances, ſo the meanes therevnto are 
alſoendlefſe, yeawhen wee ſeeme as it 
wereina whirlepit,and to bee carried in 
a violentgulfcof troubles we knowenor 
whither, andare conſtrained oft to dine 
and plunge downe,thewaters of affliQi- 


on running over ourhead, yet the Lord 


will recovervs and ſet our feetin ſteadie 
places: if wee be caſt downe, ſo wee can 
but ſcraule vp againe: if we bereſiſted of 
Sathan , ſo wee canne but kicke againſt - 
him ; if wee canne butopen ourlippes, 
and accuſe his mallice before theLord, 
there is ſounde hope of comfortto bee 
founde of him. 


CERTAINE DEMAVNDS. 
106 Asitis buta fmallpleſure,ſo long 
as wearc inthe Garden,to bee delighted 
with the ſmell of hcarbs, ynlefle wee ga- 
ther of every kinde ſome to carrie with 
vs; that ſo wee may haue the benefiteof 
the garden, though wee be farrefrom it, 
and as it is but a {mall comfort, to bee 
raviſhed with ſweete odours, ſo longas 
weare inthe Apothecaries ſhoppe, and 
afterward to want them : ſo it is but a 
flattering joye,nay rathera ſtarting joye, 
no longerto be affeted with the worde 
andexerciſcs of Religion than wee are 
in the Church : therefore wee muſt ga- 
ther heere and there, ſomewhat of the 
things we heare, that may worke on our 
affections, when wee bee farre from the 
place where they grewe. 

107 Asthearmebeing ſoundly knit 
to the body, receiveth pith and ſtrength 
from the bodie to reſiſt all evill, and to 
draw all good things vntoit, and being 
but out of joynte, and the veines which 
did knit itto the body bcing looſed, it 
hath no ſuch force : fo our faith becing 
the meanes ſpirituallic to joyne vs "—_ 

| tac 


| ANSWERS TO 
the Lord, receiveth ſtrength ſo long as 
it is ſounde, both to reſiſt evill and to ac- 
compliſh good: bur if it decaye, and fall 
as it were out of joynt; then wee cannot 
drawe that full ſtrength from the Lord 
for our defence and ſtrength, which we 
Were woont. 


A LETTER AGAINST. 
hardnes of hearr. 7 


_—_ God, the Father of Ieſus 
1 © Chriſt,to gine me his good ſpirit;in © 
, <& writing to give advice, and you in 
TS reading 10 receine it. CAMen. 
Since the time that T received M. S. Letter, 
wherein he declared his carefull compaſſion 0. - 
wer your eſtate + I haue beene-not 4 little grie- 
red . becauſe partly for want of 'a convenient 
meſſenger aud partly becauſe of my manifolde 
diſtrattions with the hike occurrances, and 0- 
ther wairhtie affaires , Thane betne hindred 
from 


 AN-EPISTLE- OF 
from oriking hitherto unto you: CAnd albeit 
evenſtill I be in the ſame cace, yet conſcience 
towards God, & loue awd compaſſion towards 
you, forceth mie to overcomeletts, which hard. 


againſt, And 


wreyou ſhould ſo doe. Andwho knoweth whe- 
ie/wmrmd you might not aſmuch haue 

beene troubled, there being no priviledze for 

, | perſons andplaces in ſuch caſes. CAnd who 
knoweth whether it be the Lords pleaſure for 
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AN EPISTLE AGAINST 
the example and inſtruition,, and I hape the 


conſolation of others in theend. CAndalbeit, 
you wiſh that heere you were neerer the more 
and ſtronger meanes,yet knoweyouand be per = 
ſwaded, that God can and deeth inſuch caſes, 
worke by fewer and weaker meanes,accorai 

20 his good pleaſure: beſides,it isin our corrup- 


_ ted nature tomakemuch of ſuch meanes as we 


cannot haue, and not ſo to eſteeme thoſewhich 


God doth offer 415 as wee ſhould doe. I beſeech 


ou therefore in thename of Jeſus Chriſt hum- 
th to praiſe God for thoſe meanes which hee 


 offerethin mercie untoyou,andtowvſethem in 


aith accordingly; and ſo God will bleſſe youb 
= ; jar ſuch conference _ mo 
haue from hence by Letters, wherein if Imay 
ſtand you in any ſtead, rather for the good ops- 
ion you haue of mehan for any great matter 
Tamable to performe: I ſhall be ready to offer 
my office of loue unto Jos, as :God ſhall enable 
me, and (o farre foorth as I ſhall be inſtrufted 
in your particular eſtate, by ſome letters ſent 


- fro you by convenient meſſengers: by which 


T preſently perceine by M. S. Letters,that you 
are aflieted with the blindnes of your mind, 
and hardnes of your heart , which cannot bee 
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HARDNES OF HEART. 


mooued,eitherwith the promiſes of Gods mey- 
cies, or feare of his Me 4s ; nor affetted 
with logeand delight of the things which bee 
good, or with hatred andleathing of the evil 
great _ ou haue of eriefe Iconfeſſe, butno - 
cauſe of aiſpaire doe 1 grant, becauſe I am per- 
ſwaded,that your perſwaſion is ſormwhat i es 
partly for want of a ſounde indgement in your 
eſtate,5 parthie for ſome defect of faith,ſome- 
what through yonr owne default. F if there. 
fore know you for a certaintie, that this is noe 
other temptation, than ſuch as divers of Gods 
children hane for atime beene humbled with, 
and afterwards hane had good iſſue thereout: 
and if it pleaſe God to mooue you to credit me, 
I my YA hane knowne others as dcepely this 
way plunged as youcan be : Remember there. 
fore, that God's faithful, and will not ſuffer 
you to bee tembred aboue that which you jhall 
be able to beare. 1. Cor. 10. 13. andyet fur- 
ther to confirme you herein , the holy Scrip- 
tures dorecord, that this way God heeretofore 
hath humbled his owne people, inwhoſeperſon _ | 
the Prophet Eſay lamentablie thus complai- 
meth, 63. 15. O Lord, looke downefrom 
Heaven, and beholdefrom thedwelling 
: .S 
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AN EPISTLE AGAINST 


. placeof thy holines, and of thy glorye: 

' where is thy zealcandthy ſtrength? the 
multitude of thy mercies 8& of thy com- 
paſſionsare reftrainedfrommee: And af. 
terwards, O Lorde, why haſt thou made 

 vserrefrom thy waies,and hardened our 

 heartfrom thy fear: Andinthenext Chap- 
zer, verſe 6. We haue beeneallasan vn, 
cleaniething, and all our righteouſnes is 
as filthy cloutes, and weall do fadelikea 

- leafe,andour iniquitielike the winde ta- 
keth vs away, and thereis nonethar cal- 
leth vpon thy name, neither that ſtirreth 
vp himſelfe to take hold oftheesforthou 
haſt hid thy facefrom vs, and haſt conſu- 
med vs becauſe of ouriniquiries. And in 
the 59. Chapter, verſe 10. Wee grope for 

_ the wall like the blind, and weegrope as 
one without eyes,and weftumbleinthe 
nooneday as in the twy-light,weeare in 
ſolitarie places like dead men, wee roare 
like Beares, and mourne like Doues. Soe 
complaines Hezechias in the bitternes of his 

ſoule 34. 14. of” Eſay. Like a Crane, or a 

' fwallowe. ſodidI chatter: Idid mourne 
asa Doue. And Pſal. 51.10, where David 
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HARDNES OF HEART, _ 
eryeth, Create in mee, O God, acleane 
heart,and renuein rhe arightſpirite: re- 
ſtoreto methe joyeof my ſalyation,and 
ſtabliſh me with thy free {pirite. Doth hee 
= declaye, that his heart was wncleane, that 

is ſpirit was crooked, that theway of his ſalua- 
tion was loſt, and himſelfe ſubitt#30 the ſpirit 
of bondage: ſathatwanting theſpirit of hber. 


tie or adoption, hee could not crye-Abba Fa- + 


ther, nor haue any power againſt ſinne. Thus 
you ſee howe Gods children may be blinded in 


mind, and hardned in hart for atime: ſo that 
they feele in themſelues the graces of the holie 


ſpirit. zo beas itwere periſhed and dead. Fur- 
ther, to releenttheinfirmitic of your indoment 
in this part and point. (becauſe I knowe it may 
much diſtreſſe you) yournnuſt underſtand there 
be two kinds of hardnes of hart: the one which 
is _ eined &+ felt, the other which is per. 
ceiue eh. and of the former, that there be 
two ſortes : the firſt, which is moſt ſearefull, 


his ſpirit ,&+ willinely refuſe the means of their 
ſalvation: ofthewhichTacharie ſpeaketh, 7. 
11. They refuſed to harken,and pulled a- 


way theſhoulder,and ſtopped their cars | 


when any ao purpoſely reſi the motions of God 
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AN EPISTLE AGAINST 


thatthey ſhuld not heare; yea they made 
theirheart asan Adamanrſtone.,leſt they 
ſhould heare the Lawe, and the wordes 
 whichthe Lord of Hoſts ſentin hisſpirit 
| by the miniſtery of his former Prophets. 
T he outragi0us ſinne of theſe men,the Prophet 
Eſay expreſſeth in theſe their owne fearefull 
zearmes. 28. 15, Wee haue made a cove- 

" nant with death, and we areat agrement 
with hell;though a ſcourge run overand 
paſſe through, yerit ſhallnot comeat vs, ' 
for we hauc made falſhoodourrefuge,& 
vnder vanitie are we hid. This was « fear- 

fulleſtate indeede: yet for all that, no man can 
ſay, but ſome of them hauing hardened their 
hearts might be,and were afterwards conver- 
ted: the other kind of hardnes of heart which 

3s not felt noy perceined,or if perceined,yet not 
felt, (which albeit is leſſe fearefull, yet is dan- 
gerous enouzh) is in ſuch, who although they 
wilfully reſiſt n0t Gods ſpirit in go0d meanes, 

 _ yet ſecurely,carleſly,& willingly they ly in ſin, 
and that without any remorſe of it, or any taſt 


of 200d things. Such was Davids ftate by the 
ſpace of a yeare, before Nathan the Prophet 
eame to reprooue himand rouſe him from his 


' 
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HARDNES, OF HEART: 


Jouare free from, other wayes than in tempta- 
tion, Sathan wy ſometimes moone you there... 
wunto.T he other kind of hardnes of hart which 


is perceived and felt js of two ſortes: the one in 


them who are deſirous of _— tobe 
releeved, although they doe finde ſmall or no 


grace in themſelues for a time: In this kindthe 
Prophet Elayjnthe want of ſome of Gods peo. 


de crmplainenk, Eſay 63.15. And ſuch was 
avids ſtate after Nathan has reprooved 
him, and Gods ſpirit began to work with yy 


get cryeth he out as ye heard before, of the loſſe - 


of Gods graces: and when hee ſaith, that God 
will accept of no ſacrifices,be they neuer ſo ma. 
ny or pretious,without a contrite heart & bro= 
ken ſpirit: 2 009) , that for a time (even af- 
ter the Prophet had reproued him) he wanted 
both. T his is your cace, and therefore in the 
*ſtate of ſatvation: for David was in this cace 
even after he had confeſſed his ſin (as my truſt 
is you doe) and after he had receined abſoluti- 


08 and pardon from God by the miniſterie of 


 Nathanzalthough henever felt any toy there- 
. of, nor true griefefor the other: yet becauſe in 
rnthof heart he confeſſed his ſinne , as Thope 


 Iulledſleepe: both oy kindes I amperſwaded 
| gueſs 
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youdo;andwas certainly perſwadedofthe par-.. 


donablenes of it by Gods mercy,as you muſt be 
zf you will At pp Hee - 
of from feeling it, or applying u#to his woefull 
35 coupe; his ſlate was good and very well ts 
be hoped of ,4nd you mnſt know and be perſwa- 
ded of Gods Saintes, namely , of David and 
Peter, & ſuch others that they are xj 
for vs jf weewill flay our ſeluesvpon the word 
of Godin the miniſtery of his F as , and 
wait vpon the Lords good time,until hecome 
neerer unto vs by his ſpirite , neerer I ſay, for 
be was come already untoyou (or it may be he 
never went from you) becauſe to be griened & 
humbled with blindnes of minde and hardnes 
of heart to beleeue certainly the ſervats of God 
which bring vnto vs zlad tydines of falvati- 


0n,and the truth of Gods promiſes ingenerall, 


. andito long after comfort, vfing the meanes of 


thewor d,and pr ater theSacr ament of theſup- " 
per, the company of Gods children, contra- | 


ry #0 hope vnder hope, yea without any preſent 
feeling - all this is acertaine argument that 
Gods ſpirite is with ſuch,and therefore wuith 
you. T his eſtate thoughit be very erievons,yet 
* iths never dangerous, much leſſe is it fearfull, 

4 . wvnle(le 
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HARDNES OF HEART, 


unleſſe any beſo wilful, that they do perſeuere * 
and continue tn deſperate feng good 
15 


meanes.V aleſſe they perſevere Tſay, for that 


through the ſubtill ſletehts of the ſpiritual ad- 
wverſarie & /n forcible power, whereby God- 


fu rv; him ſometime for a ſeaſon to winnow 
them as wheat : they are ſo ewitched and in- 


toxecated, that they are carried with violent 


force of temptation to waxe weary of it, orto 
refuſe all kinde of comfort by fittes, yea almoſt 
to haue no deſire at allnto them , yea ſome- 
times even toſpeak evil of them:. but all this 
is but in temptation,th&rfore God will be mey- 
cifull unto them fo Chriſtes ſake. Thus Tob 
curſed the daye of his birth , and wiſhed to bee 


flrangled. Teremiah almoſt repented that t- 


wer he preached in the name of the Lord: both 

carſely abſlaind from blaſphemy David mo- 
ſe with the ſpirite of ambition, though duti- 
fully admoniſhed,yet wilfully went on in num- 
bring the people, Peter alſo vaine-gloriouſlic 
preſuming of his owne ſtrength, bering moſs 


wiſely & effetually premoniſhed of his weak- = 


neſſe,even by our Lord Teſus : yet vuittinelie 
ruſbeth as an horſe intothe battell, and then 
wery cowardly yeeldeth and doublic denieth, 
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AN EPISTLE AGAINST 
ea ſtrengthneth his ſinne with a threefolde 
Wl = faſtneth Fe with banning _ Chir 
ſing, andyet all theſe obtained mercy bountt- 
fullie: for why, as Sathan had deſired towin- 
nowe them, ſo our Saviour Chriſt prayed for 
them. that their faith, although it was batte- 
yed,yet it ſhould not be deſiroyed ; althowzh it 
were ſor&>ppreſſed.yet it ſhoald not bee extin- 
$a . And heere be you julep ſwaded, 
that though Luke 22. the wordes ſe 
»  Funneas | Wyarvas to Peter (I haue prayed 
for thee , that thy faith ſhould not faile) yet 
that hee prayed as well for the reft of the CA 
poſtles, yea for all qi nr for firſt hee 
fanthnot,Simon,Sathan hath deſired towin- 
e thee, but you: why then ſaith hee, Thaue 
prafed for thee? Verely, becauſe he ſhuldmore 
erievouſlie offend than the reſt (althogh their 
offence was very great) therefore his and our 
moſt bleſſed Saviour applicd to him the pro. 
miſe, bat did not ch wary it to him onelye 
and reftraine it from the reſt : and compare 
with C9 hae Iohn 17.20. 4ndyou ſhall ſee 
. thatthe heanenly weritie affirmeth , that hee 
prayed not onely for the Apoſtles, but for all 
thoſethat ſhauld beleene through their worde: 
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HARDNES OF HEART, 
Tea further, our Lorde Teſus Chriſt was yeſter 
day, andto day, and H/s for _h payh 
the Fore-fathers were baptiſed into him , and 
did eat his fleſhe and drink his blood, ſo wuas 
his prayer effettuall, even to them wonder the 
Lawe , much more ntowvs under grace: and 
vuhenyou can finde _—_ of your heart, 
that when you would do well,yet evil is preſent 
with you, and'that you do the evill you woulde 
wot: then-doe not you it, but ſinne in you, when 
it leadeth you captine. Rom. 7. Much more 
then,when Sathan worketh with all, buffeting 
you, aſſure your ſelfe that God hath pittie on 
you, and that the vertne of his power ſhall bee 
perfect in your weaknes, 2, Cor. 12.9. Tf you 
beleeue,according to your faith be it unto you; 
but youwill ſay, you cannot beleene, that this 
wile and crooked hardnes of heart, can bee re. 
mitted and renewed. And thiswas the ſecond 
point within the former part of my Letter, I 
game you to underſtand, what was the cauſe of _ 
your exceſſine diftreſſe.Tbeſichyou in the name 
of our Lord Tefus Chriſt, that youwill not wil- 
linely lye,nor of intury to Gods ſpirit,nor to 
your ſelfe, who haue receinedit: tell me what is 
the reaſon why you thinke you haue n0 youre 
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wexely becauſe you haue no feeling nor noe 0+ 
they fruites thereof as yor think : well, firſt 
then agree with mee herein (as youmuſt if you 
will not diſagree with the trueth ) that feeling 
is but an effect & afruite of faith: and there- 
fore there may be faith without feeling, as the 
cauſe may bee without the effect, the tree 


without any appearance of fruite,yea 9 1p for 
or di 


 aſeaſon. Andasa man ſore wownded or 


operations of the natural life to the outwarde 
= and his owneindgemeut and feeling: [0 
my aſpirituall man bee ſore wounded by Sa- 
than,and be diſeaſed by preſent ſight and fee- 
ling of his ſinfull corruptions, ſpecially,in that 
the life of the ſpirit ts notin him.Thus Peters 
holie faile (as you haue hearde) or elſe the 
prayer of our Saviour prevailed not.. Thus 
when David Palm. 57. t 2. declared that his 
heart was vncleane,and his ſpirit crooked and 


caſed,ny for a ſeaſon be row almoſt of al 
ife 


e1n#Hable: and verſe 14. that hee had loft the. 


oye of his ſalvation;and the ſpirit of liberty or 
__ _ verſ.'1 3. 1, te: tad 
would not take his holy ſpirit from him: there. 
 forehewas not deprined of the ſpirit. of ſanttt- 
fication, Heere ſeemeth repugnance, but there 
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HARDNES OF HEART. 
#5 n0ne:he was depriued for 


for a ſeaſon of the pra- 
ces of the ſanttifying ſpirit, Fae of theboh | 
Ghoſt, wherewith hewas ſanttified:whichgra- 
ces as God reſtored unto him, ſo Tam perſwa- - |} 
ded that he will unto you:yea I doubt whether 

you are deprived of them; but onely that part- 

lie melancholie , and partly Sathau worki 

therewith, makes you do ininry to your Ges 

#0 the graces of the ſpirit inyou , which I be- 

ſeech you take heede of. But the Meſſenger 

cannot ſtay,0 therefore cannot write as Iwold, 
either of this, or of the remedies you ſhuld vſc- | 
which hereafter Iwill,if God ſhall enable mee. [ 
And Ipraye os INS Irt- F 
queſted in the beginning, of your efate in par- | 
ticular ſomewhat more, & that by this bearer 
if you can: becauſe he is of your ac MAIPHANCE yg 
and will bring it vnto me faithfullie. Onely 1 © 
adde nowe vnto that which 1 haue.written of 
hardneſſe of heart at large, that you muſt dils- 
gently obſerue the word Create , which Da- 
uid vſeth, Pſal.5r. declaring howe he had no 
feeling of his heart. To this 10yne that which 
the Prophet Elay ſpeaketh in the perſone of 
Ged. 57.3.1create thefruiteof thelippes 


to be peace, as well to him thatis far off, 
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25to him that is neere. Therefore, in Faith 
you may as well pray with the hope to obtaine, 
as did David : eine 


ye vuith hin of 
en, and with Gods people, Eſay 64. 12. 0 
Lord, thouart our Father, wee indeede 
are clay; but thouart our makerand wee 
arethe work of thine handes; &c. Know 
you,thar God can cauſe Wolues, Lyons, 
& Leopards,&c. wallowing with lambs, 
calues, and kyne: Eſay 11. 6. And that 
_ vvhich is unpoſable vpto men, is poſſible vn- 
to God,euen to tauſe 4 cable rope togothrough 
a needels eye: that is $0 change the heart of the 
_anbeleeuing,covetons, and wuretched man; 
much more yours : yea , knowe.you, that all 


things are poſible to hims that be 


ſeeuth - Crye 
_ #hen, | belceuc,oh Lord help minevnbe- 
= liefe: and Ido grow: you in the name of our 

© *:-Lorde eſics Chrift , that you ſhall hane your 
.* ©* defire in goodneſſe. T hus abruptlye I muſt 
- amakeanend, I commend you vnto God, and 
the arvorde of his grace vuhich is able for to 
buildeyou vppe, and to gine you the right of 
inheritance amoneſt them vuhich are ſan- 
fified. And the very God of Peace, ſan- 
difie you throughout, that your wuhole ſpirit, 


HARDNES OF HEART, 


ſoule, and ons ang bee h ept blameleſſe wm; 
till the comming of our Lk Chriſt 
Faithfull 3 is hee which hath calkd you and 
wvwvill do it. Tpray you na ins and Tiruſs 
4s Thane;(01 for you and 
much ws ip o | 


Yours in Teſus Chriſt to vie in 
any neede R. Grxznnnane 
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